History.?The history of the use of antimony in medicine is interesting. Its In the blood antimony probably circulates in combination with proteins. Its effect on the blood is to decrease the number of erythrocytes and to increase the number of leucocytes, but these blood changes are not very marked. From the blood it passes into the tissues and although its distribution has not been worked out so thoroughly as that of arsenic, comparatively large quantities have been found in the liver, intestine and spleen. On the circulation antimony has a depressant effect which is brought about in two ways, (a) by a direct action on the cardiac muscle which produces a slow and weak pulse (see graphs IV & V), and (&), by a dilator action on the arteries and capillaries. The combination of these two gives rise to a fall of blood-pressure (see graphs I, II & 
III).
There is a slight reflex acceleration of respiration from the nausea which it produces, but after large doses there is marked slowing and difficulty in breathing from direct depression of the respiratory centre which renders the vagi inactive. The depression of the circulation is probably responsible for the production of pulmonary congestion, which further hinders respiration. GRAPH IV.
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Intestine?rabbit- In weak, emaciated and anaemic subjects a small dose should be given in the beginning and the increase should be very gradual.
